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Method and design
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* Interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA)
* Seven participants

* Semi-structured interviews in participants own
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Cumulative pain

Guilt
Bearing witness Identity
Normal expectations of grandchild Helplessness
Friction within the family Changes within the family
Disenfranchised grief Events that endure transition

‘Where do | fit now?’:
Transition from before to after the
death of a grandchild

A hurt you can’t undo’:
The experience of pain

Grandparents’ experience

‘The other hat’: ‘It’s a love that gets you going’:
The roles of a grandparent Drive
Parental role Sense of duty
Boundary between parenting and Responsibility for the family
grandparenting Continuum of hope
‘Total’ support from grandparents Love
Validation

Loss of place within the grandchild’s family

Loss of purpose

Loss of role/function

Loss of identity as a grandparent

Loss of contact with the grandchild (removal of body to the funeral director)
Death of the grandchild

Loss of grandchild’s consciousness

Loss of hopes for the future (comparison to well peers/other grandchildren)
Recurrent loss of hope of cure/improvement

Recurrent, progressive loss of grandchild’s ability

Loss of social support network (due to increased role in caring for family)
Loss of routine (established childcare duties)

Loss of purpose (due to increased/changed needs of the family)

Loss of hope of normality

Loss of normality
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Conclusions

o
Martin Héuse
hoSpiCe care fol Children
and young peopie

Lancaster
University <

Implications of this research

* Practice
* Policy

* Further research
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