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Authors and their Papers

Deborah Barton (paper delivered by proxy) is a PhD student in the History Department at the University of Toronto. Her research explores the role and influence of women journalists as political agents between 1933 and 1955 and examines their contribution to the critical intersections between politics and culture in the public sphere. She has received support from the Ontario Graduate Scholarship program, the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and the DAAD (German Academic Exchange).  
Feminizing Total War? The Elasticity of Politics, ‘Soft’ News and the Public Influence of German Women Journalists, 1939-1945
German women journalists fulfilled an important role in National Socialist propaganda policy. Despite Nazi gender rhetoric, which espoused that women’s influence should be limited to the domestic realm, the regime both needed and wanted women active and influential in the public realm. Policies toward female journalists stated that women should be relegated to Feuilleton and the women’s section of newspapers. Yet these areas formed an important thread in the fabric of National Socialist media policy: in the early years of the war they provided an illusion of normality and later a form of morale building and escapism from deprivation. Most women journalists worked outside of “politics” during the Third Reich and instead produced “harmless” culture and lifestyle features and so-called “soft news” from a generally cheerful perspective; in so doing, they promoted a façade of normalcy--and later moral building-- under Hitler, thus playing a subtle yet indispensible role in the Nazi propaganda machine.

Lucy Bland was until recently a Reader in History at London Metropolitan University. She has just started a new post as a research fellow at Anglia Ruskin University. She has written widely on the history of gender, sexuality and feminism, including Banishing the Beast: Feminism, Sex and Morality. Her new book Modern Women on Trial: Sexual Transgression in the Age of the Flapper is coming out this September with Manchester University Press. She has recently begun a new project on the social and cultural history of transracial adoption in twentieth century Britain.  
Interracial Relationships and the ‘brown baby’ problem:  black GIs, white British women and their mixed race offspring in the Second World War 
The US entered the war after the bombing of Pearl Harbour in December 1941, and from January1942 GIs started arriving in Britain. From the beginning there was concern about the arrival of black GIs. By the end of the war, of the one and a half million to two million US soldiers who had  passed through Britain, 133,000 were African American.  There were various attempts to discourage intimate relations between black GIs and white British women, for example, the War Office, in August 1942, decreed that the British Army should lecture their troops, including the women in the ATS, on the need to keep contact with black GIs to a minimum. It clearly felt the need to be discrete as although it wanted to keep America sweet, and thus was not going to oppose segregation overtly, it didn’t want to disaffect colonial troops on whose services Britain was also dependent. Although many of the British were horrified by the white GIs’ racist attitudes towards blacks, and stressed British tolerance against the segregation of the American armed forces, they did not necessarily condone intimacy, indeed were often hostile to interracial sex and marriage. While many were committed to being friendly and polite, they drew the line at sexual relations. White women in relations with black men were deemed ‘unpatriotic’. Once babies started to appear the disapproval heightened, for not only were these babies illegitimate, but they were mixed race.

This short paper, the beginnings of a new project on the history of transracial adoption in Britain, will attempt to delineate some of potential themes and problems arising from research on the relationships between white British women and African-American soldiers and the mixed-race babies that resulted.
Alina Bothe is a Ph.D candidate at Freie Universität in Berlin where she is researching her thesis, 'The virtual in-between of memory: The Visual History Archive“. She has published articles on digital history, Shoah studies and postmodern theory and has presented papers at various conferences in the United States, Israel and Europe.
Virtual testimonies of  female and male Jewish Resistance fighters
In the 1990s the USC Shoah Foundation gathered, taped and digitized over 48,000 personal testimonies of survivors of the Shoah. This source collection is now available through the Visual History Archive (VHA): a digital archive in which virtual testimonies are researched and experienced. The digitalization was combined with an excellent cataloguing and indexing of each individual testimony, which allows users to search in all itestimonies for key themes. 

In this virtual archive over ten percent of all testimonies were given by survivors who define themselves as members of the Jewish Resistance. Jewish resistance to annihilation is a part of Shoah history that has been almost neglected in historiography, especially in the last 30 years. The VHA now allows for new perspectives and research on the topic.It particularly allows for researching questions of gender.  This paper therefore analyses virtual testimonies from the Warsaw Ghetto concerning gendered options of action and passivity during the destruction and  the gendered narrations of Jewish Resistance in the testimonies. In doing so, the paper will show the possibilities as well as the limitations of the Visual History Archive. 

Helen Budd is currently a third year PhD student at the University of Nottingham, working on her thesis: ‘Gendered Uniforms? An East/West Comparison of the German Military in Literature and Film of the 1950s’. She previously completed her MA in Modern and Contemporary German Studies at the University of Nottingham and has also worked in open access publishing.
‘Softer’ Soldiers? Desertion in East and West German Film and Literature from the 1950s

I analyse the renegotiation of military masculinities in figures of dissenting soldiers in literature and film from both German states in the 1950s, against the historical context of total German defeat and the immediate post-war years. In resisting or deserting, the soldiers’ actions are firmly constructed as heroic; the idea that their dissention is weak, cowardly or unpatriotic is comprehensively refuted, rearticulating established norms of soldierly identities in a new context. In texts from both states the motivations of ‘ordinary’ soldiers, frequently related to the soldier’s love interest, represent the restoration of normative gender roles through the propagation of the private realm of heterosexual couples against the context of a predominantly masculine military environment. Motivations of officers are characterised by political beliefs, and a desire to save the country from total defeat, renegotiating public images of the Wehrmacht leadership in the context of the remilitarisation of both states in the 1950s. Texts include Im Sonderauftrag (dir. Thiel, 1959: GDR) and Unruhige Nacht by Albrecht Goes (1950: FRG).

Elizabeth Ann Bryant is a visiting professor at Jagiellonian University’s Institute of History in Kraków, Poland.  She earned her BA and PhD in history from Florida State University and her MA at the University of Georgia. Elizabeth also completed graduate certificates in Women’s Studies and American Studies.  In 2012-2013, she was awarded a Fulbright grant to Poland where she studied the experiences of Nazi deemed homosexuals in Auschwitz-Birkenau.  
Policies towards Homosexuality in Nazi Controlled Europe
When Adolf Hitler and his National Socialist German Workers Party assumed power in Germany in 1933, it was not long before anti-homosexual rhetoric reached a fervent pitch.  Though male homosexuality had been illegal in Germany since 1871, during the time of the Weimar Republic Paragraph 175 was largely ignored, and Berlin became known as one of the most gay-friendly cities in Europe.  Hitler, who advocated a return to traditional morality, saw homosexuals as an easy target for his wrath, but was careful to move against them in a way that most beneficial to him politically.  During the 1930s, policies against homosexual males were tightened in all areas controlled by the Reich, including Austria and Czechoslovakia, with people even suspected of homosexual activity being jailed or sent to concentration camps, often without any trial.

Once World War II began, and Germany began invading other countries they had to decide how to approach the issue of homosexuality because laws varied from nation to nation.  The Polish government, for example, was known for its liberal attitude towards homosexuality, while homosexual acts were illegal in Hungary.  Since non-Aryans were viewed as Untermenschen, whom the Nazis did not want to reproduce, the choice of whether to persecute homosexuals as such was a difficult decision for the Nazis.  Therefore they made the decision that in the lands that Germany controlled during the war, Paragraph 175 would not be applicable though homosexuals continued to be persecuted.

This paper will examine the official policies of the Nazis towards homosexuals before and during the Second World War, discuss the extent to which these were followed both by Nazi officials and collaborator governments, analyze how these polices impacted attitudes towards homosexuality in the post-war period, and discuss why this area of research has largely been ignored.    
Zoë Denness recently completed a PhD at the University of Birmingham. Her research focuses on British wartime internment policies during the twentieth century and the significance of ideologies of race and gender in determining the treatment of enemy civilians.
‘30,000 points of danger': Female enemy aliens in Britain and the gendering of Second World War internment policy (by proxy)
During the tense spring and summer of 1940, as invasion appeared imminent, popular campaigns against ‘enemy alien’ civilians in Britain gathered momentum. This paper suggests that the ‘fifth column’ scare that developed during this period was significantly gendered, with foreign women often identified as particular threats to national security. In May 1940 the British Government responded to public anxiety with the introduction of civilian internment; however, while around 23,000 men were interned by the beginning of August, only around 4,000 enemy alien women became targets of the policy. These uneven figures can be explained as the Government’s attempt to reconcile what it perceived as negative popular attitudes towards female enemy aliens with historical precedents of internment and deep-rooted distinctions between the ‘female’ civilian and ‘male’ military spheres. This paper explores the ways in which assumptions about gender, ‘foreignness’ and national identity influenced internment experiences for enemy aliens of both sexes. 

Kara Dixon Vuic is associate professor of history at High Point University.  She is the author of Officer, Nurse, Woman: The Army Nurse Corps in the Vietnam War (The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010), as well as several articles and essays on the history of women, gender, nursing, and the military.  She is currently completing a manuscript tentatively titled “Look, but Don’t Touch: American Women as Military Entertainment,” which examines the history of military and civilian agencies’ use of women to entertain American troops during World Wars I and II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and recent wars in the Middle East.  
Take Your Prettiest Dresses and Go:”: Femininity, Masculinity, and American Military Entertainment in World War II
 In February 1945 an Army Air Force general stationed in Burma begged the Red Cross to dispatch women to operate a service club for soldiers stationed in the area.  “The presence of women in these far-away outposts,” the general explained, “made the difference for the servicemen between savagery and civilization.”  Other military commanders found similar value in women’s work with soldiers and insisted that women were essential physical reminders of the home for which soldiers fought and the civilian life to which they would return.

This paper examines the military’s enlistment of women to entertain servicemen during World War II and the meanings the military ascribed to their work.  Throughout the war, the U.S. military devoted considerable resources to encouraging male soldiers to talk to, dance with, fantasize about, and long for American women.  The Red Cross employed thousands of women to operate canteens in all of the war’s theaters, while hundreds of famous and undiscovered women performed on USO-Camp Show stages around the world.  While many of the women’s duties—jitterbugging, serving donuts, and twirling batons—might seem innocuous or naïve by modern standards, women’s work upended many longstanding expectations for middle-class women as well as popular notions of martial masculinity.  This paper thus examines the ways Red Cross and USO women serving in overseas functioned in war, not merely as recreation, entertainment, or eye candy, but as central components in the construction of heterosexual martial masculinity, women’s wartime roles, and fundamental notions of race and nation.  

Atje Gercama is a PhD candidate in International Peace Studies at Trinity College Dublin. Her PhD thesis focuses on the construction of gender and war in relation to ethics of war. She holds a BA in International Organisation and International Relations from the University of Groningen, the Netherlands, and an MPhil in International Peace Studies from Trinity College Dublin. In November 2011 she was awarded a scholarship from the Shoah Foundation Visual History Archive at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles; in July 2012 she participated in the 17th Annual Summer School on the Holocaust and Jewish Civilisation, organised by the Holocaust Education Foundation and Northwestern University, Chicago.
Sex and betrayal: telling the story of Esmée van Eeghen
This paper looks at the discourse on Esmée van Eeghen, a controversial figure in the Frisian resistance.  Having followed her boyfriend to the northern Dutch province of Frisia, she joined the Frisian resistance in 1943. She carried out numerous resistance activities, including weapons transports and assistance to allied pilots whose planes had been downed. By all accounts a charming woman, she was asked to contact a number of German officers to gather intelligence. However, she soon fell in love with a German officer and left the resistance. Nevertheless, she was betrayed to the Sicherheitsdienst by the officer’s jealous housekeeper, arrested, and after a few weeks of interrogations, killed. Shortly after her arrest, the leader of her resistance group was also betrayed and killed, something Esmée was blamed for. Basing the analysis on Laura Sjoberg and Carol Gentry's Mother, Monster, Whore: Women's violence in global politics, this paper analyses how pathologising Esmée's sexual behaviour has influenced the representation of her resistance work in discourse. 
Helen Glew is senior lecturer in history at the University of Westminster. She works on various aspects of women and employment in the twentieth century and is completing a monograph for Manchester University Press on women in public service employment in Britain between 1900 and 1955. She is currently working on a project exploring attitudes to married women's paid work in Britain and Canada in the mid-twentieth century. She has also published book chapters on women at the Regent Street Polytechnic and on Quintin Hogg and late 19th century philanthropy in Elaine Penn (ed.), Educating Mind, Body & Spirit: The Legacy of Quintin Hogg and the Polytechnic, 1864-1992.
The impact of the Second World War on the married woman worker in Britain and Canada, 1939-c.1950
This paper will consider the impact of the Second World War on a highly gendered employment practice prevalent in the interwar years – the so-called ‘marriage bar’ which dictated, in many sectors of employment, that women could not hold permanent jobs at the same time as being married.  Although popular memory of the war may suggest that women entered the workforce en masse to contribute to the war effort, a closer examination of the continuance of the marriage bar into the early war years reveals a more nuanced and complex picture of gendered expectations of women and of the persistence of pre-war norms despite the national emergency. Furthermore, by comparing Britain and Canada, this paper seeks to offer a transnational comparison of both the short and longer term impact of the war on the legislative position and public rhetoric surrounding the married woman worker. The relative ease with which the marriage bar was abandoned in Britain at the conclusion of the war contrasts markedly with the position in Canada and invites us to consider issues such as national context, transnational dialogue on employment issues and cultural difference and understanding.
Jane Hand is a second year PhD candidate in the Centre for the History of Medicine at the University of Warwick. Her thesis examines the relationship between gender, nutrition and propaganda during the Second World War.

Gender and Nutrition in the Second World War: The Legacy of Visual Food Propaganda
Numerous historians have outlined the many ways in which the role of women in society was mediated constructed and altered during the Second World War. Sonya Rose, Lucy Noakes and Siân Williams in particular have all engaged with the importance of propaganda and publicity material within this process. Certainly in Britain a variety of educative publicity material concerned with food and nutrition adopted a gendered perspective itself reflecting important societal notions of the position of women within society. This portrayal of gendered norms had an important legacy for the further development of nutrition education and publicity throughout the remainder of the twentieth century.  Therefore, this paper will argue that by adopting a visual approach to the analysis of such propaganda pieces, new insights can be gathered into the varying ways by which the state sought to uphold and preserve traditional feminine roles and how these were extended into the changing context of diet and disease in the postwar period. Food had become an important site upon which issues of femininity, gender roles and domesticity could be discussed and portrayed and this function did not cease after 1945. Instead, the state continued to forward food and nutrition as a female domain which had important societal functions. Therefore, this paper will suggest that once food education became an entrenched aspect of the wartime ‘Home Front’, it was increasingly accepted that the state could be involved in the feminine realm of everyday eating habits and practices. That this process continued apace within postwar British society illustrates the importance placed on the maintenance of gender roles within food publicity not only in wartime society but also within reconstructed British culture more generally. 
Emma Jackson graduated with a degree in History from the University of Reading this summer. She has just been appointed as Education Officer for Reading University Student's Union and hopes to continue with postgraduate studies in 2014. Emma's contribution derives from her dissertation which examined cross-dressing as military entertainment in the British Armed Forces during the Second World War.
Co-author and co-presenting with Emma Vickers: 
Sissy or Sanctuary? Cross dressing as entertainment in the British Armed Forces, 1939-1945 
This paper consolidates research undertaken by Vickers and Jackson on cross-dressing as entertainment during the Second World War. It will explore the existence of cross-dressing within British military culture between 1939 and 1945 and the importance and significance such acts had on gender and military identities. In particular the paper will seek to explore how cross dressing comrades were perceived by their comrades. Were these performances judged to contribute to Goldstein's idea of women as a 'metaphysical sanctuary' thus giving a much needed, morale boosting representation of femininity, or did they disrupt gender boundaries and destabilise heterosexual desire?
Katherine Jellison received her Ph.D. at the University of Iowa, where she studied with one of the pioneers in the field of U.S. women’s history, Linda K. Kerber.  She is a Professor of History at Ohio University, where she has won several teaching honors, including the Excellence in Feminist Pedagogy Award, the University Professor Award, and designation as a Fellow in the Charles J. Ping Institute for the Teaching of the Humanities.  She has also received numerous research grants and fellowships, including awards from the Smithsonian Institution and the Woodrow Wilson Foundation.  Jellison is the author of Entitled to Power:  Farm Women and Technology, 1913-1963 (University of North Carolina Press, 1993), It’s Our Day:  America’s Love Affair with the White Wedding, 1945-2005 (University Press of Kansas, 2008), and many journal articles and book chapters. 

Peculiar Poster Girls: Images of Pacifist Women in American World War II Propaganda
During American participation in World War II, the nation’s propaganda machine produced numerous images of scantily clad models and actresses designed to appeal to the heterosexual male gaze and inspire young men to vanquish the enemy and return to the pleasures of home.  Not all propaganda that focused on the female body, however, did so with the intention of appealing to young men’s sexual desires.  A lesser known category of images appealed to the patriotism of wartime servicemen and home front civilians alike by focusing on the female body enacting the Four Freedoms President Roosevelt told Americans they were fighting to protect:  Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Religion, Freedom from Fear, and Freedom from Want.  Photographers working for the government’s Office of War Information (OWI) scoured the countryside looking for women who seemed to embody these ideals in their daily lives.  Among those they chose as their subjects were the Anabaptist farm women of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  But these war propaganda photos were steeped in irony:  The Amish and Mennonite women who appeared in them were members of religious sects who strongly opposed armed conflict.

Although they were pacifists who assisted male relatives and neighbours in avoiding conscription and military service, the Amish and Mennonite women in OWI photos nevertheless communicated ideas central to America’s wartime mission.  As portrayed by OWI photographers, these women were archetypal freedom loving Americans.  They were corpulent matriarchs who produced bounteous Thanksgiving Day meals.  They were protective teachers who hovered over their young charges in one-room schoolhouses.  And they were devout Christians who bowed their bonneted heads to practice the distinctive faith that had led to their ancestors’ banishment from Europe.  Incorporating photographs from the Library of Congress’s OWI collection, oral histories with Lancaster County residents, and OWI correspondence, this paper examines yet another way in which American war propaganda used the female body—even the modestly clothed pacifist body—to inspire its fighting men and boost wartime morale.  The OWI’s presentation of Amish and Mennonite women demonstrates in dramatic fashion the extent to which women—whether they be pin-up girls or pacifists—lacked control over the ways in which their bodies were used and displayed in wartime propaganda.                     
Dean J. Kotlowski is a professor of history at Salisbury University in Maryland, USA. He is the author of numerous refereed journal articles and book chapters on United States politics and public policy as well as Nixon’s Civil Rights: Politics, Principle, and Policy (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2001) and the editor of The European Union: From Jean Monet to the Euro (Athens: Ohio University Press, 2000). He received his B.A. from Canisius College and his M.A. and Ph.D., both in U.S. history, from Indiana University, Bloomington. In 2005-2006, Kotlowski was Paul V. McNutt Visiting Professor of History at Indiana University and in the fall of 2008, he was a Fulbright Professor at De La Salle University in Manila. In 2014, Indiana University Press will publish his next book, Paul V. McNutt and the Age of FDR.
“The Politics of Gender in World War II America: Paul V. McNutt, the Federal Security Agency, and the War Manpower Commission”
Paul V. McNutt provides exceptional insight into the politics—and policy—of gender during the Second World War II. McNutt headed two United States government agencies that dealt with women issues and gender roles. The first was the Federal Security Agency (FSA), which mobilized America’s health, educational, recreational, and welfare programs for national defense; policed prostitution; and sought to enhance day care facilities for working women. The second was the War Manpower Commission (WMC) which worked, on a voluntary and de-centralized basis, to apportion precious human resources between the military and civilian sectors of the American economy and, despite its gender-specific name, to encourage women to join the workforce as a way to remedy the shortfall of labor. Yet McNutt, a New Deal liberal and former governor of Indiana, proved too steeped in traditional gender roles to provide consistent leadership in expanding opportunities for women. He supported repressive efforts to stamp out prostitution and seemingly progressive efforts to furnish U. S. servicemen with wholesome entertainment via the United Service Organization (which he helped establish and which promoted the dichotomous stereotype of “Good” versus “Bad” Girls). With respect to women as workers, McNutt provided little assistance to advocates of childcare, and he only belatedly urged women to seek jobs in crucial wartime industries. In the end, however, the war helped to change McNutt’s views on female employment. The shortage of workers during the Second World War eventually led him to espouse jobs for women during and after the war. In 1945 McNutt publicly asserted that “Rosie the Riveter” no less than “Joe the Riveter” had earned the right to gainful employment in the postwar economy.

The purpose of this paper is to unpack and analyse the evolution of McNutt’s complex views on health, recreation, and work as they relate to gender in general and women in particular. In so doing, one is able to understand how one archetypical New Dealer—and male politician—mixed philosophical, practical, and political imperatives as he negotiated shifting views of gender during a rapidly changing era. One also gains insights into the work—and legacies—left by two crucial, although often overlooked, agencies, the FSA and the WMC.
Nicole Kramer is currently a research fellow at Nottingham University. She finished her PhD in 2009 on "Women at the German home front" in which she analysed various aspects of the German home front including the mobilization of women for air raid protection and the nature of state provision for war widows.
War, gender and welfare: Social policy on the German home front
Current research on German war-time society is heavily concerned with assessing the integrative forces unleashed by the Nazi ‘Volksgemeinschaft’ (people’s community). At the same time there seems to be a renewed interest in gender history and the Third Reich. This paper will show that this is not a coincidence and that by focusing on gender history, historian can gain a genuine insight in the functioning of Nazi Volksgemeinschaft.

The paper chooses welfare policy during the war - concepts as well as practices – as its scope, which is seen as a major instrument of creating Volksgemeinschaft’ While some branches of welfare were significantly reduced during the Third Reich families and married couples became the main targets of social policy. Families of men drafted for military service got extra money which enabled working class women to choose – for the first time in their life – between care work and wage labour. Those who lost their husbands and sons were entitled to pensions and services. Even unmarried women could be recognized as war widows if they had proof a marriage was already scheduled. The area of survivor pensions and benefits expanded massively during war. Finally, air raids put millions of women in the need of services provided by the regime and moreover,  evacuation programmes shaped the lives of the female population. 

Taken as a whole, these policies express certain ideas about gender roles and family values. It will be discussed whether this gendering of welfare provision was limited to the war time period or whether it shaped the social policy development of West Germany after 1945. The paper’s aim is to stress the significance of this for the cohesion of Nazi wartime society and to assess the impact of the Second World War on German welfare structures, especially their effects on gender. Finally, it raises the question of whether Germany’s development fell in line with those of other European countries or whether it followed a peculiar path.

Emma Lautman is first year PhD student at the University of Nottingham. Her thesis, which builds on her MA dissertation ‘‘The First Casualty of War?’: Education During World War II’, addresses the impact of educational changes on experiences of childhood during the conflict. Emma's research interests include the social history of WWII and the history of childhood and education. She also has a longstanding interest in gender history which is informing her current research.
‘I don’t like the war it is not for girls’: gender and childhood in Britain during the Second World War
This paper seeks to discuss the effect of gender on children’s attitudes towards and opinions of the Second World War. Using the archives of Mass Observation alongside the retrospective accounts stored at the Imperial War Museum and the Research Centre for Evacuee and War Child Studies, the paper will consider the ways in which children understood the conflict and, in turn, how they articulated this both in their own writing and to the adults around them. It will approach this question from a gendered perspective, asking why, as contemporary observers pointed out, boys tended to focus their attentions on the military aspects of wartime, whilst girls centred their concerns around domestic issues such as rationing and evacuation. Considering both the influence of parental attitudes and the school curriculum, this research explores the complex relationship between gender, wartime experiences and education in shaping children’s perceptions of the Second World War. 

Danke Li holds a Ph.D. in history from the University of Michigan and is a Full Professor of History at Fairfield University in the United States.  She is the author of Echoes of Chongqing: Women in Wartime in China, University of Illinois Press, 2010 and Women, War, and Women, War and Memory: 35 Chongqing Women’s Wartime Experiences (in Chinese), Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, July 2013. 
Visual as Memory: Gender, Memory and Chinese Political Cartoons in the Second World War 

Scholars in and outside China have increasingly attended to the relationship between the Second World War and the development of Chinese nationalism and modern nation-state building.  Some of them have also recognized that popular culture, especially political cartoons played an important role in promoting the concepts of the anti-Japanese nationalism and the development of modern nation-state among ordinary people.  However, few existing scholarly works on visual images and the War are women-centered or use a perspective of gender analysis.  Even fewer have analyzed visual images as gendered memories of the war. This study argues that wartime images are visual war memories.  They play an important role in revealing that the history of the Second Sino-Japanese War involved gendered discourse and inform us about what has been remembered and forgotten. 
Ariane Mak is a French postgraduate History student at École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris (School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences). She is currently working on a PhD thesis entitled “Striking for Fair Wages During Wartime. British Miners and Dockers Confronted to the Demands of Patriotism, 1939-1945”, under the supervision of Laura Lee Downs and Alain Cottereau. In 2012, she was a  History Research Associate at Queen Mary, the University of London.
Wages, Consumption and Morality: Mining Communities and Women in Munitions Factories
The paper will focus on the impact of women’s wartime employment in munitions factories on the gender order of mining communities. The South Wales villages of Blaina and Nantyglo provide a fascinating insight on this question as they allow the historian to adopt a community study perspective grounded on ethnographical documents, covering pre-war years as well as the wartime period. The paper will address the strong interrelations between the issues of wages, consumption, and explore in particular how the issue of wages differentials and their impact on family and villages hierarchies modified the map of respectable manhood. Moreover, with unequal rising wages, spending and saving in the community became much more diversified and were closely monitored and judged. Morality issues came at the forefront with discussions and cross-evaluations between genders as well as between generations about women’s morality stemming from their consumption habits. 
Roger Markwick is Associate Professor of Modern European History at the University of Newcastle, Australia. He is the co-author of Soviet Women on the Frontline in the Second World War (Palgrave-McMillan, 2012). His book Rewriting History in Soviet Russia: The Politics of Revisionist Historiography in the Soviet Union, 1956-1974 (Palgrave-McMillan, 2001) won the Alexander Nove Prize in Russian, Soviet, and Post-Soviet Studies for 2001. His latest research is on Soviet women on the home front during the Second World War.
Co-author: Euridice Charon Cardona is an Australian Research Council Senior Research Associate in the School of Humanities and Social Science, the University of Newcastle, Australia. The co-author of Soviet Women on the Frontline in the Second World War (Palgrave-McMillan, 2012), she is currently researching Soviet nursing and medical facilities on the home front during the Second World War. 
‘Every rose has its thorns’: diary of a Soviet female night-bomber in the Second World War

One million Soviet women served in the Red Army on the Eastern Front in the Second World War, resisting the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union. Mass participation by women in warfare on such a scale is historically unique, yet until recent decades the role of Soviet women was lost in the hegemonic, patriotic, masculinist, official narrative of the ‘Great Patriotic War’. Among them was a young woman night-bomber navigator, Galina Dokutovich, who was shot down in flames at the age of 22 in May 1943. Dokutovich kept one of the few extant, but unpublished, diaries of her wartime experiences. Her diary, hastily scrawled on the back of military maps, and a preface to the manuscript by her mother, enables us to discern the divorce between the constructed, propaganda ideal of Soviet womanhood and the lived reality of Soviet women at war. In doing so, Dokutovich’s diary also enables us to explore numerous facets of Soviet womanhood in the era of extreme Stalinism and extreme war. Among them: women, family, femininity and patriotism; the militarization of women; gender and combat; and gender dynamics in the military. Ultimately, Dokutovich’s cruelly cut short combatant career, captured in this private text, reveals not only the limits of women’s emancipation under Stalin but also the continual tension between Soviet female soldiers’ sense of self and their place in an ultramasculinist military, locked in mortal combat with a genocidal, misogynist enemy.
Linda Maynard is in the third year of her studies as a part-time PhD candidate at Birkbeck, University of London. Her thesis explores the emotional interactions between male family members in the First and Second World Wars.
Brotherly loss: sibling grief in wartime
 Relationships between brothers have been largely overlooked in the historiography of the Second World War yet personal narratives reveal that brotherly relations were often significant sources of emotional and practical sustenance to serving men. In particular, the grief of men whose brothers were killed in action has been largely neglected. This paper will draw on a range of sources to demonstrate the spectrum of emotional responses that greeted news of a brother’s death. Brotherly loss unleashed powerful emotions; the ‘emotional hardening’ used as a survival tool dissipated upon learning of a brother’s death. Reviewing how men revisited their contemporaneous accounts of sibling loss reveals how men’s reactions to their own emotional response continued to be shaped by their awareness of the appropriate manly response to grief. For some men, their determination to faithfully mark the death of their brothers overcame their reluctance to expose their grief in writing.
Alyson Mercer has just completed her PhD thesis at King's College, London. Her research  focuses on how women workers in the First and Second World Wars and her paper  examines how women’s work during World War Two have been portrayed in exhibitions, both soon after the end of the conflict, as well as in the present day.  have been represented in the Imperial War Museum over their near century-long institutional history. 
Representing Second World War Women in the Gallery- Contemporary Commemoration at the Imperial War Museum
When the Imperial War Museum (IWM) was conceived during the First World War, the intention was to commemorate all aspects of the conflict then under way.  Subcommittees were set up to concentrate on different areas of contemporary collecting, one of which focused on collecting the wartime work of women.  Following the conclusion of the Great War, these committees were disbanded. During the Second World War, collecting efforts by the museum were viewed as more of a hassle than an opportunity to record conflict brought to the doorsteps of the people of Britain.  Director L. R. Bradley is recorded to have thought of the war as “a nuisance which deposited masses of material in the Museum, squeezing its already restricted space and disrupting such order as its exhibitions had earlier had…”
 This attitude, combined with the lack of dedicated collecting committees means that many objects from this period would have been irretrievably lost.  While refurbishing the bomb damage caused during the second major conflict of the twenty first century, curators at the museum used this opportunity to open new galleries demonstrating the nation’s military might, but also for a short period of time, the work of women.  This paper will examine post-war representations of women’s wartime work within the gallery spaces of the Imperial War Museum.  From the period immediately following the end of the conflict, to the present day, this paper explores changes in displaying women’s work as the conflict becomes further from the nation’s lived memory. 
Sarah Myers is a PhD Candidate at Texas Tech University where she teaches U.S. women's history and U.S. history survey courses as a Graduate Part-time Instructor. Her research fields include war and society in America, gender in the military, woman and war, World War II, and oral history. Sarah has presented at conferences including the Society for Military History and the Advanced Oral History Summer Institute at the University of California-Berkeley. 
Battling Contested Air Spaces: The American Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II
The Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) were essentially weapons of World War II for the United States, as their work was described as experimental and temporary, and their sexuality was regarded as dangerous to the success of the program. As gendered weapons, women pilots served as a vital component of the war effort, yet their citizenship status remained static in the postwar period. Throughout the war, the WASP asserted their place as professionals within contested air spaces as they battled male resistance and gendered debates about their physical, psychological, and intellectual abilities. They developed a sense of camaraderie and solidarity, through everything from creating strategies for confronting male resistance to their presence to grieving over the death of a classmate. The WASP formed an identity as women pilots as they carved out spaces within the field of aviation. 
Lucy Noakes lectures in social and cultural history at the University of Brighton.  Publications include War and the British: Gender and National Identity (London: 1998), Women and the British Army (Oxford: 2006) and with Juliette Pattinson (eds.) British Cultural Memory and the Second World War (London: 2013).  She is currently working on an ‘emotional history’ of Britain in the Second World War with a monograph, tentatively entitled Death, Grief and Bereavement in Second World War Britain to be published by Manchester University Press.  She is the current Honorary Secretary of the Social History Society. 
Gender, Grief and Mourning in Wartime
Grief, an emotion all too commonly experienced in wartime, has a peculiar place in the history of the British in the Second World War. The British people at war are often represented as stoical and phlegmatic, displaying a ‘stiff upper lip’ in the face of anxiety, fear, hardship and loss.  In this paper I want to explore the gendered nature of the emotional economy of the wartime nation, focusing in particular on the management and experience of grief. Drawing on wartime documents such as films, magazines, novels, state policy, diaries and memoirs, I will argue that although the conditions of war demanded an outwardly stoical response, grief was not always manageable, and in order to begin to write a satisfactory ‘emotional history’ of the war, we need to pay attention to the management and impact of grief on the British people. 

Katrin Paehler is an Associate Professor of German History at Illinois State University. Her manuscript, Making Intelligence Nazi is under revision for Cambridge UP and a volume on the post-war fate of Nazi elites, co-edited with D. Messenger, is forthcoming with Kentucky. She is the author of articles and book chapters on intelligence history, World War II historiography, and filmic representations of German history. She served on the Independent Historians Commission of the Auswärtige Amt. 

Gender and Nazi Espionage: Hildegard Beetz, the Ciano Affair, and Female Agency

Using recently declassified OSS/CIA files, this paper re-evaluates the role Hildegard Beetz, an operative of Nazi Germany's political foreign intelligence service, played in Germany's spy game in Italy and in the "Ciano Affair" of 1943/1944. Based on a close reading of German documents, post-war interrogations, Allied summary assessments, and the memoir literature, this paper show that Beetz was not the "innocent abroad" thrown, against her will and by her male supervisors, into complex intelligence operations. Rather, Beetz was, first, an accomplished member of her office and, second, a key player in the formulation and execution of the plans regarding Ciano. The paper shows Beetz as a "new Nazi woman," calls into question standard accounts of the Ciano Affair, brings into the equation questions of gender and female agency, and suggests that further inquiries into female staff employed by Nazi Germany's intelligence and policing entities are warranted. 
Corinna Peniston-Bird is a senior lecturer in cultural history in the Department of History at Lancaster University. She has written extensively on gender dynamics in Britain in the Second World War, with a particular interest in the combat taboo. Her research through oral testimonies is centred on the relationship between memories and cultural representations. She is currently working on gendered commemoration, with a particular focus on British war memorials. 

Emphases and Omissions:  Gendered British Memorialisation
In the Second World War, service was valued on three spectra defined by death and danger, proximity to action, and overt and obvious connection to the war effort. Commemoration of the Second World War, speaks to that hierarchy, but it also nuances it. This paper explores the significance of the British construction of the Second World War as the People’s War for post-war commemorative practices, arguing that despite the expansion of those whose participation has been acknowledged, one male constituency remains largely invisible; and that the commemoration of women exhibits a profound unease with the possible conclusions to be drawn from women’s roles in the war. 

Linsey Robb is a research associate at the University of Strathclyde employed on the AHRC-funded oral history project 'Masculinities Challenged?: Reserved Occupations, 1939-1945'. Her thesis 'Fighting in their ways: the working man in British culture, 1939 -1945', which was completed in October 2012, is currently being prepared for publication.
Millions Like Who?: Cultural representations of male and female industrial workers, 1939 – 1945.

On 18 June 1940 Winston Churchill was broadcast to the nation, via the BBC, stating: ‘The front line runs through the factories.’ While this may have been hyperbolic propaganda, Churchill was certainly correct in stating the importance of industry to the prosecution of war. The Second World War was a technological war and as such was reliant on planes, tanks, machine guns, bombs and mines: commodities which could only be produced to sufficient quantities if Britain’s industrial concerns were efficiently harnessed to the war machine. Moreover, despite a popular misconception many men of call-up age remained in industry in reserved occupations. Indeed, in shipbuilding, mining, explosives, engineering as well as the iron and steel industries, men remained the dominant workforce despite an increase in the number of women employed in such sectors. It was only the traditionally female-dominated textile industry which had a predominantly female workforce in wartime. However, in wartime culture this reality was lost and industry was presented as an almost entirely female endeavour. Moreover, wartime female workers were shown not only to be numerous but highly skilled.  In contrast those men who did appear in wartime media were often enfeebled in some way or appeared in the fringes of culture. This paper will compare and contrast the representations of male and female industrial workers to explore the issue of gender and gender relations and will argue that the wartime pre-occupation with women denied male industrial workers a strong masculine image and, indeed, almost any representation at all.
Jutta Schwarzkopf teaches British Studies at Bielefeld University, Germany. Her research focuses on constellations in which the malleability of gender becomes apparent. Regarding the Second World War she is particularly interested in the reasons why and the ways in which combat ceased to function as a marker of gender, how this blurring of gender boundaries was handled by the military, and the effects this had on British society’s gender order. 
Gendering Combat in Second World War Britain and Beyond
This paper starts from the premise that warfare and gender have always interacted in historically specific ways. As a total war, the Second World War involved all sections of the population, across all conceivable divides, albeit in different ways and to varying degrees. These conditions brought pressure to bear on gender, shifting, indeed partly undermining, the boundaries supposedly marking masculinity and femininity off from each other. This paper investigates the effect on gender of the large-scale militarization of women during World War II, focusing on the erosion of combat as an exclusively masculine domain. Using British women’s involvement in heavy anti-aircraft batteries as a case study, the paper will reveal the tensions that resulted from the transgression of gender boundaries inherent in women’s involvement in combat. By tracing the manifold efforts made by the authorities to contain this transgression it becomes possible to gauge the extent to which the contemporary gender order came under pressure by the war. Official policies will be contrasted with the meanings attached to their specific war-work by the women concerned. In combination, these perspectives will shed some light on the reasons for the lack of any effects of this erosion of gender boundaries outlasting the end of the war.

Kelly Spring is in her second year of the PhD history program at the University of Manchester. Her thesis, entitled ‘Rationing: Experience and Memory’, considers the links between rationing and gender construction of the Second World War on the British home front. Through an interrogation of food rationing policies, popular culture representations, and personal testimony, this project will address gaps in the current historiographies of the Second World War, gender studies and food history. 
Experiences of Rationing: Between Domesticity and War Work
The Second World War put to the test notions of femininity and masculinity in Britain. Idealised gender roles were based on martial masculinity and domestic femininity, but actual gender construction varied in many aspects of everyday life including rationing. The food controls acted as a site on which the complexities of gender were demonstrated, tested and reworked. Married women were primarily tasked with navigation of the food controls, but what of single women’s roles with food during the war? How did they contribute to the domestic agenda? How was their work of consumption situated in conjunction to other war work required of them? This paper will seek to address these questions by assessing the links between single women’s domesticity and war work. 
Helen Steele was awarded her PhD in May 2012 on 'The experiences of women in Vienna, 1944-1948'. Her thesis was supervised by Dr Jill Lewis at Swansea University and funded by the AHRC. During my candidature Helen held a two month research scholarship awarded by the research platform 'Repositioning of Women's and Gender History' to work in the Collection of Women's Estates held at the University of Vienna. The research carried out during the scholarship will shortly be published as 'Daily lives and informal networks in the diaries of two Viennese women, 1943-1945' in Christa Hämmerle and Li Gerhalter, eds., Tagebücher von Frauen, 1918 bis 1950, L'Homme Schriften (Böhlau, forthcoming 2013). Helen currently works at the University of Leicester as part of the Library Research Services team.    
The saddest symptom of our time’: Bigamy cases in Vienna after the Second World War
In the postwar period numerous cases of bigamy emerged in Austria and were brought to trial in the courts. "Destruction of marriage by the war" was a frequently cited defence. The testimonies from such court cases paint a vivid picture of the strain placed on relationships during the war years and highlight the expectations of men and women's roles that pervaded during this time. There emerges a stark difference between the 'waiting woman' and men ready to take advantage of the chaos and confusion of the war years. This paper will use the cases of a small selection of Viennese couples to examine these issues. Links will be made to wider debates about marriage, morals and the family during the Second World War.

Daniel Swan is a History PhD student from Portsmouth University. His research interests are gender, local and oral history and his thesis aims to analyse narratives of women's wartime lives from Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight to assess their identities as workers and to consider women’s place on the home front between 1939-1945. Daniel ascribes significance to individual memories and the value of oral testimonies as they provide a valuable and fascinating insight into the past. 
“We thought it would be exciting to join up”: Female Mobilisation in Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight during the Second World War
The Second World War fundamentally altered the concept of female citizenship, due to the omnipresence of the war and the desperate need for female labour. This paper will focus upon young women’s motivations for engaging with the war effort and assess whether such narratives fit into the wartime rhetoric of the people’s war and an overt sense of patriotism. Comparative analysis of oral narratives from Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight with contemporary sources from across Britain, such as wartime diaries and Mass-Observation, will provide a more nuanced interpretation of female mobilisation than has previously been the case. This approach seeks to broaden understandings of wartime gender debates and will permit women to be viewed as individuals who had varied needs and were in different circumstances. Despite family input and domestic duties, the war offered women new opportunities of employment and some liberation from traditional, social and family conventions. 
Sachiyo Tsukamoto is a PhD student at Department of History in University of Nottingham, with research interests in transnational activism, gender, education and historical controversy in Asia. 
From the Shadows of Silence and Shame to the Light of Voice and Dignity: Transnational Activism and the Contested Nature of the Historical Memory of the “Comfort Women” in Japan

The sudden emergence of collective memory of “comfort women” - the military sexual slavery under Japan’s wide scale trafficking system during the Second World War – was instigated by a ‘silence breaker’ in 1991. A brave Korean survivor was encouraged to speak out by an active collaboration between international non-governmental organisations and Japanese NGOs. In short, transnational activism from below empowered the forgotten in history, gave the voiceless a strong voice and restored their agency. It was a moment when a silenced gang-raped victim of trauma and stigma, was transformed into an activist pursuing justice.

The essence of transnational activism in the “comfort women” issue is a transformative movement of ideas about women’s sexuality, agency and identity by networking multinational activists across national borders. This transnational activism mobilises a wide range of activists in terms of their racial, historical, cultural, and social backgrounds. In an area where the state lead the public to forget, transnational networks bring new channels to provide alternative voices and information; therefore, advocacy networks are among the most influential in memory building activism.

However, the 1991 silence breaking was also a historical moment when a coherent state narrative, which had nurtured victimhood consciousness in the post-war period, was challenged by a contested representation of the wartime past – Japan as a perpetrator. In 2013, the new Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe has been imposing the historical revisionist’s narrative, denying the “comfort women” narrative. Thus the conflict of memory of “comfort women” reflects the battle of structure-verses-agency. 

From a historical perspective, the structure-verses-agency debate has been one of the most controversial unresolved topics. In its application to gender history, agency would be the autonomous self who exerts decision-making on her own in the face of social traditions, customs or mind-sets such as patriarchy. In consideration of these, my paper seeks to investigate the relationship between memory and history of “comfort women” in Japan by focusing on the role and impact of transnational activism in the contestation between structure and agency. Accordingly, my research clarifies the interaction between the two conflicting aspects of this historical controversy: universal human rights and the cultural particularism of Japanese social fabric woven by the symbol emperor system.  

Joan Tumblety is a senior lecturer in History at the University of Southampton, specialising in the gender and cultural history of twentieth-century France. She is author of Remaking the male body: masculinity and the uses of physical culture in interwar and Vichy France (OUP, 2012) and is currently working on health cures in early to mid-twentieth century France.
Masculine renewal in France under Vichy and Occupation, 1940-1944
The paper draws on research into male physical culture in early twentieth-century France, and explains how the Vichy regime’s project to rebuild French men physically and morally in the wake of military defeat in 1940 shows not only an instance of the political instrumentalization of male athleticism, but the persistence of a deeply held cultural conviction that male bodily failure could be solved by a ‘rational’ physical development that could save both individual and ‘race’. But while this shows how Vichy-era initiatives were implicated in eugenics, it also reminds us that this policing of men and the celebration of hyper-masculinity drew on patterns of thinking that were firmly rooted across a broad constituency in 1920s and 30s France, and neither a function of collaboration with the Nazis nor a product of the radical right. In reflecting on what light this sheds on the politics of the transnational ‘cult of virility’ so visible during the war in general, this paper considers how thinking about discourses and practices around the male body might shape our understanding of the Vichy regime and Occupation experience. 

Emma Vickers is a senior lecturer in History at Liverpool John Moores University, specialising in gender and war and the history of sexuality in twentieth-century Britain. Her first book, Queen and Country: Same-sex desire in the British Armed Forces, 1939-1945 is being published this September with Manchester University Press. She is currently working on a study of transgender personnel in the contemporary Armed Forces for the Palm Centre, California. 
Co-author and co-presenting with Emma Jackson:
Sissy or Sanctuary? Cross dressing as entertainment in the British Armed Forces, 1939-1945 
This paper consolidates research undertaken by Vickers and Jackson on cross-dressing as entertainment during the Second World War. It will explore the existence of cross-dressing within British military culture between 1939 and 1945 and the importance and significance such acts had on gender and military identities. In particular the paper will seek to explore how cross dressing comrades were perceived by their comrades. Were these performances judged to contribute to Goldstein's idea of women as a 'metaphysical sanctuary' thus giving a much needed, morale boosting representation of femininity, or did they disrupt gender boundaries and destabilise heterosexual desire?
Kate Vigurs is an historian who completed her PhD  ‘The women agents of SOE F section – wartime experiences and post-war constructions’ in 2011. Kate has completed work on a post doctoral Fellowship entitled 'Memorialising the six million -  Holocaust memorialisation in Europe' and has recently undertaken another researching various aspects of the First World War.  
Post War Commemorations: Memorialising the Women of SOE F Section
As with many Second World War subjects, the women of the Special Operations Executive F section (SOE) have a resonance with today's public and have become an enduring element of modern history.  This would appear to be as a result of the recent release of previously closed archives into the public domain, the death of many prominent agents such as Nancy Wake and the surge of non-fictional literature, novels, films, TV dramas and documentaries.  
They have also been remembered and commemorated in memorial form, the first of which was unveiled in 1948 and the most recent being a bust dedicated to Noor Inayat Khan which was unveiled in November 2012.  A brand new memorial at RAF Tempsford is currently being planned.  Plaques, sculptures and museum displays may be found in locations ranging from concentration camps to churches, barns to abbeys.  These memorials to the women of SOE F section are scattered across the UK and France and they serve many functions including informing collective memory, aiding remembrance and providing a permanent reminder of the women’s work and often their sacrifice.

This paper will evaluate a sample of SOE memorials and themes will include the utilisation of aesthetics and artistic style, location and whether it is ‘site specific’ to what is being commemorated and the effect of that on the visitor, funding, raison d’etre and in some cases events or speeches at the unveiling ceremonies. It also considers the influence of the memorials on post-war memory and how they contribute to the construction of the particular agents’ lives and work within SOE.
Musalia Martha Wangari is currently a lecturer in gender, women’s and children’s history in the Department of History, Archaeology and Political Studies at Kenyatta University, Kenya.  She has worked in the department since 1995 where she started as a tutorial fellow. She holds a doctorate from Kenyatta University in Gender History; and a M.A in History and a B.A in History and Sociology both from the University of Nairobi, Kenya.  Her other interests are in youth in African history and peace and conflict studies. She has written a number of book chapters and attended international conferences on children and youth.
Co-author: Felix Kiruthu is a lecturer in African Political Economy. He acquired his doctorate in 2006 from Kenyatta University. Since 1997, he has taught in the Department of History, Archaeology, and Political Studies at Kenyatta University.  Besides his research interests in Political Economy and Gender studies, he has also researched on the urban history of Africa, with special focus on the African informal enterprises. His other research interests include biographies of prominent individuals, pedagogical methods in the study of history and Peace and Conflict studies. He has authored a number of book chapters and reviews as well as articles in refereed journals.
Co-author: Joseph Wasonga holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa. He has been lecturer for about 10 years in the areas of Conflict, Political Studies and International Relations. Currently, he is lecturer in Political Science, Conflict Studies and International Relations at Kenyatta University, Kenya. He is also a visiting lecturer at St. Augustine University of Tanzania. His research interests are transitional justice, political sociology, political theory and international relations.   

Contested Resource: The Second World War and African Labour in Kenya
Much of the scholarship on the involvement of Kenyans in the Second World War has concentrated on their participation as soldiers and carrier corps.  However, much of the African labour was used in other ventures that were deemed as essential for the war. Kenneth Vickery (1989) argues that the war underscored that colonialism was largely about tapping Africa’s labour power. Despite this acknowledgement, historians have continued to generalize the role of Africans in the war efforts. But there is need to investigate the gendered impact of the war African peoples because it is now clear that colonialism was gendered.  It is equally imperative to understand the gendered contributions of Africans to the war efforts. This paper examines how African labour became a contested resource during the war.  Kenya colony like the rest of colonial Africa was called upon by the colonial masters to help in meeting the war needs.   One official indicated that ‘the immediate task of the colonial office and the colonial governments could be summed up in one sentence-the mobilization of all the potential resources of the colonial empire, both men and materials for the purpose of war…we therefore, needed to increase colonial production for war purposes on an immense scale”.   African men, women and even children got involved in the war efforts differently.  The paper argues that manpower was the major resource that Kenya colony contributed towards the war efforts. The paper contends that the war was gendered and hence African labour was used in diverse ways and therefore, had varying impacts on the Kenyan communities. The paper examines the various labour policies enacted in the 1930s and in the course of the war to maximize on African labour in all fields that were classified as essential for the success of the war, with the aim of understanding their gendered nature and how this impacted on gender relations during the war. The paper will interrogate the existing literature and also make extensive use of the Kenya National Archives.
Joanna Witkowska is a lecturer in the English Department at Szczecin University in Poland. Her research focuses on Polish-British cultural relationships. She has published on anti-Western propaganda in Poland during the Cold War and Polish-British relations during WWII. Her publications include The image of the United Kingdom in Poland during the Stalinist period  (2009) and recently “The eastern and western perception of the Soviet Union in Władysław Anders’ diary” in: Revisions of History in Language and Fiction, ed. Dorota Guttfeld, Monika Linke, Agnieszka Sowińska, 2012; “British sport in POW camps during World  War II” in: Studies in Physical Culture and Tourism, 2012,  vol. 19, No. 1.
Soldiers on the love front - Bakhtinian Carnival?
“I think English women should have some monument, some big monument. They were wonderful to us.” (Witold Urbanowicz
)
 Hitler’s attack on Poland on September 1, 1939 and related to this British declaration of war two days later suddenly made two countries (Poland and Britain) which knew little, if anything, about one another allies. Polish soldiers, representing all military branches, came to the British Isles. While in collective memory the military effort of WWII occupies prominent place, it is also worth paying attention to the time which soldiers spent off the battle fields as it may deliver valuable information on cultural exchanges. After all, during the last war not only two nations, Polish and British one, but also representatives of two different cultures met. One example of these cross-cultural encounters were the relations between British women and Poles, the soldiers of the navy, army and air force. 

This paper will show how Polish veterans, during their stay in wartime Britain, perceived British women and what their relationships were. The analysis will be based on the combatants’ oral and written accounts of the war period. One of the concepts that will be explored is that war, in certain situations, acquired the characteristics of Bakhtinian carnival.
Hannah M Zeavin is a first year PhD student at New York University in the Department of Media, Culture and Communication. She graduated from Yale University with a BA in American Studies. Her academic interests include psychoanalytic theory, history of medicine, military history and gender studies. She had conducted research in Cambodia, Viet Nam  and Eastern Europe. She is the poetry editor for Cousin Corinne’s Reminder in Brooklyn, NY. 
Oh Listen, I Can Talk Now: Rehabilitating Masculinity in the Post World War II Moment
This paper will discuss the documentary film Let There Be Light by John Huston (1945) and its portrayal of the psychic rehabilitation of American veterans returning home at the close of World War II. Huston had himself served in World War II from 1942-1945 as a captain in the Army Signal Corps. During this time he made three films with the U.S.

Army: Report from Aletians (1943), The Battle of San Pietro (1944), and Let There Be Light (1946). All three were censored by the military in some way, with the last barred from being screened until the 1980s. The paper takes as its focus the transition by soldiers from wounded men to productive civilians. This shift is observed and represented in the footage of Let There Be Light. The film, which covers the intensive two-month rehabilitation of 75 servicemen following their deployment in Europe, documents the rhetoric of a proper, conforming masculinity as the end-goal of curing wartime neurosis. In looking at government-made films of the moment on topics such as the American G.I Bill and psychic treatment for neurotic servicemen, a picture of returning servicemen in a liminal crisis begins to emerge. The US military asserted and circulated ideas surrounding normative masculinity, responsibility, and civil life in the postwar moment while at the same time concealing realities of the war. Let There Be Light articulates its aims as assisting the psychiatric project of remaking these former soldiers “fit” for civilian life. The doctors represented in Let Their Be Light mimic the language found in the G.I. Bill: to be a mentally fit man means to be a productive, educated, home-owning consumer. The category does not require that the damage wrought by war be meaningfully understood and given proper redress. Instead, becoming fit for civilian life is seen as attainable through, in the case of this film, fulfilling a brief eight- to ten-week course at a veterans hospital during which one completes a set of psychic and physical therapies that teach in-demand labour skills. The paper will seek to elaborate on the process by which the US military worked to rehabilitate its returning

List of Delegates: 

Barton, Deborah (University of Toronto) 

deborah.barton@utoronto.ca

Bischl, Kerstin (Humboldt University of Berlin)
kerstin.bischl.1@geschichte.hu-








berlin.de

Bland, Lucy (Kings College London)


lucy.bland@kcl.ac.uk

Bothe, Alina (Zentrum Jüdische Studien 

a.bothe@zentrum-juedische-
Berlin-Brandenburg)




studien.de









Bryant, Elizabeth (Jagiellonian University)

drelizabethbryant@gmail.com

Budd, Helen (University of Nottingham)

agxhb1@nottingham.ac.uk

Denness, Zoë (University of Birmingham)

zdenness@gmail.com
Dixon, Kara Vuic (High Point University, 

North Carolina)




kvuic@highpoint.edu

Gercama, Atje (Trinity College, Dublin)

gercamaa@tcd.ie


Glew, Helen (University of Westminster)

h.glew@westminster.ac.uk

Hand, Jane (Centre for the History of Medicine,        J.Hand@Warwick.ac.uk
University of Warwick)



















Jackson, Emma (University of Reading)

emmalouise.jackson@hotmail.co.uk
Jellison, Katherine (Ohio University)


jellison@ohio.edu

Kotlowski, Dean (Salisbury University, Maryland)
djkotlowski@salisbury.edu

Kramer, Nicole (Goethe-Universität Frankfurt/           n.kramer@em.uni-frankfurt.de
University of Nottingham)
Lautman, Emma (University of Nottingham)

ahxel4@nottingham.ac.uk

Li, Danke (Fairfield University, Connecticut)

dli@fairfield.edu

Mak, Ariane (École des Hautes 


arianemak.t@gmail.com
Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris)



Markwick, Roger (The University of Newcastle, 
roger.markwick@newcastle.edu.au
Australia)


Maynard, Linda (Birkbeck, University of London)
mayleaves12@mac.com
Mercer, Alyson (Kings College London)

alyson.mercer@kcl.ac.uk

Myers, Sarah (Texas Tech University)


sarah.myers@ttu.edu
Noakes, Lucy (University of Brighton)


L.Noakes@brighton.ac.uk
Paehler, Katrin (Illinois State University)

katpaehler@ilstu.edu

Pattinson, Juliette (University of Kent)

J.Pattinson@kent.ac.uk
Peniston-Bird, Corinna (Lancaster University)
c.peniston-bird@lancaster.ac.uk

Robb, Linsey (University of Strathclyde)

Linsey.robb@strath.ac.uk

Tsukamoto, Sachiyo (University of Nottingham)
ldxst8@nottingham.ac.uk
Schwarzkopf, Jutta (Bielefeld University)

jutta.schwarzkopf@uni-bielefeld.de
Spring, Kelly (University of Manchester)

kelly.spring@manchester.ac.uk

Steele, Helen (University of Leicester)

hs231@le.ac.uk

Swan, Daniel (University of Portsmouth)

daniel.swan@port.ac.uk
Tumblety, Joan (University of Southampton)

j.tumblety@soton.ac.uk
Vickers, Emma (Liverpool John Moores University)
E.L.Vickers@ljmu.ac.uk
Vigurs, Kate (University of Leeds)


kate.vigurs@ntlworld.com
Wangari, Musalia Martha (Kenyatta University)
wangarimartha@hotmail.com

Witkowska, Joanna (University of Szczecin)

joannawitkowska1@poczta.onet.pl

Zeavin, Hannah M. (New York University)

Zeavin@nyu.edu


� Frankland, Noble.  History at War: The Campaigns of an Historian (Giles de la Mare Publishers Limited, 1998) pp.163-164.�



�  Polish fighter ace of the Second World War. Commander of 303 Kosciuszko Squadron.�






40

