
With what language can we describe the politics of the Earth? ‘Geopolitics’ should be the name of 

that language; yet the geopolitical lexicon is strangely lacking in any reference to the Earth System, 

to its structures and resistances, its deep time and its sudden upheavals.  In recent decades, social 

and political theory has undertaken a number of biological turns, giving rise for example to political 

ecology, ecological economics and theories of biopolitics.  But, despite Deleuze and Guattari’s ex-

ploration of ‘geophilosophy’, there has been no comparable geological turn – no concerted inquiry 

into the ways that the geophysical, as much as the biological, conditions what politics is and can be. 
 

However, debates about the Anthropocene seem to mark a growing recognition of humankind as a 

geological force. At the same time, unregenerate seismic, volcanic, atmospheric and other geomor-

phological forces attest to the limits of the human, yet also propel and incite human agency.  
 

This workshop will explore the possibilities for a political vocabulary that can articulate the geo-

physical dimensions of politics and the political dimensions of the geophysical. 
 

Speakers will include: Nigel Clark (Open University), Deborah Dixon (Aberystwyth Univer-

sity), Myra Hird (Queen’s University, Canada), Arun Saldanha (University of Minnesota), 

Bronislaw Szerszynski (Lancaster University) and Kathryn Yusoff (Lancaster University). 
 

Cost for attending (including lunch and refreshments): £20; £10 for students. 
 

This workshop is organised by the Centre for the Study of Environmental Change and the 

Lancaster Environment Centre. To book a place, or for more information, go to  

http://bit.ly/politicalgeology or contact Bronislaw Szerszynski (bron@lancaster.ac.uk). 

 


