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Importance of building on what we know about
children’s learning:
a sociocultural framework

Children learn from interactions with the world
around them:
people and relationships
semiotic systems including language in use
environment, as mediated

Links between imagination and the “profound
penetration of reality” (Vygotsky, 1987: 349)
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Kris Gutiérrez Foreward:
children’s repertoires of
praCtlce “UN GIORNG NELLA .VfTA”

Pereorsi Internazionali di ricerea delfla prima infanzia

Edizione italiana a cura di

INTERNATIONAL [
NTERNATIONAL Giuliana Pinto e Monica Toselli
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“When you think of
children, the first thing that
comes into your mind is an

explosion of energy and

Silvia Manieri, working with cover colours and in this contest
designer Giovanni Napolitano at Seid. we thought to use different

colours for different
environment, even if some

elements are common to the
human race.”
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World Book Day — 34 March 2016

Response of the UK Schools” Minister,
Nick Gibb: to celebrate...

£

our
relentless

focus on
phonics”
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“I would like to argue for an expanded view of learning as
the organization of possible futures — one that requires a
more interventionist stance to remediate the current
conditions in which nondominant youth learn and
appropriate multiple literacies in particular.... Conceiving
of learning as the development of new trajectories is
fundamental to designing new possibilities, to remediate
extant, and often reductive, understandings of students’
linguistic repertoires of practice, their construction, both
locally and historically, and their possibilities in processes of
learning.”

Gutiérrez, (2013: xxix)

N
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Literacy, Place, and
Pedagogies of Possibility

Pedagogy - an ongoing collective accomplishment
across time and space.

“Educators must consider seriously the positive
atfordances of the school as a meeting place, the
students as a dynamic collective, and the classroom as a
learning space where people can learn together and
accomplish together tasks they could not produce on
their own.” p. 155

Barbara Comber

¥PAMDING LITERACIES IN EDUCATION SERIES g

“In all classrooms, teacher communication was found to be
pivotal in conveying high expectations, modelling ways of
approaching problems and enabling complex learning. “ (p.
155)

N
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Data collected

School website & social media observations

School tours

Lesson observations — plus debriefings with focus children,
debriefing with teacher

Study of artefacts & texts

Digital log exercise — asking children and their carers to make

some records of out of school use of technologies — carried

out on a school day and a weekend day (2 meetings)

Questionnaires — asking teachers to describe some effective

lessons including reflections on the use of technologies

Interviews — with Head, ICT coordinator and others

ICT equipment audit

N
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5 YA TR CE T ECOE
THE ENOWLEDGE ECONOMY AND EOUCATION

Kristiina Kumpulainen

Learning across Contexts
in the Knowledge Society

Ola Erstad, Kristiina Kumpulainen,
Asa Makitalo, Kim Christian Schreder,
Pille Pruulmann-Vengerfeldt and
Thuridur Jéhannsdottir (Eds.)
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NP3 aligns with this COST project in many of its aims.
From the White Paper (Sefton-Green et al, 2016):

aims at

societal and economic benefits (employability)
“critically engaged and responsible citizens, ultimately
able to enhance their life chances.”

“issues relating to internet safety, family digital
literacy and early childhood education....curriculum
and pedagogy..”

“identitying current best practice...” (p.29)

N
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Led by Peter Twining at the Open University; OU & Lancaster colleagues
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NP3 Exploratory Study A
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Q1
What are the digital practices that pupils bring to their
learning in school?

NP3 ES 9 Digital Log Pupil C image 15-12-15 10.JPG
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RQZ2a Describe the pedagogy in the school

NP3 ES 9 School tour image 15-11-23 19
NP3 ES 9 School tour image 15-11-23 20
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NP3 ES 9 school tour image 15-11-23 49
NP3 ES 9 school tour image 15-11-23 50
NP3 ES 9 school tour image 15-11-23 51
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RQ2b How is the school drawing on the relationships
between formal, non-formal and informal practices?

Parent : Oh it’s just so easy, calendar dates get it up
its where are we going on holiday, oh one minute!
It is though isn’t it? Oh what’s happening this
week let me get the... and it’s just there. You don't
have to rake around finding the newsletter, you go
on the app, you've always got your phone it’s

always there... You know they’re learning
Christmas songs at the minute so what did H do
this weekend? Go on the app practicing them-
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RQ3

What institutional circumstances and practices enable or
undermine how pupils’ digital competencies and practices are
recognised (RQ1) and integrated into teachers’ practice (RQ2)?

NEW PURPOSES e NEW PRACTICES « NEW PEDAGOGY www.np3.org.uk 17



NP3 Exploratory Study B
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Q1
What are the digital practices that pupils bring to their
learning in school?

Oh they’re like sponges. Definitely. C [5yo] teaches F
[3yo] everything, yeah, he’ll show her how to do
something and then that’s it, she’s off. Even down to the
Sky TV, she knows how to rewind and fast-forward and
go in the planner and find a program that she likes.
[gasp from other participant]. Yeah, she looks for ‘D’ for

Dora, she stands close to the screen and goes “there’s a
‘d”” and then she says “is this Dora Mummy?” and I
say “Yes this is Dora.” And then she says, “I'll press
play, it’s the triangle,” so she knows it’s the triangle.
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RQ2a Describe the pedagogy in the school

Observation in the EY classroom; focus children aged between 3 years 9

months and 5 years 1 month (though the oldest not part of this activity)

- o S -

i, > F

NP3 ES LS Observation A Part 1 image 15-11-11 1
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NP3 ES LS Observation A Part 1 image 15-11-11 3
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The silent zoo 4

Posted by Mrs Evans | Posted in Early Years, Phonics | Posted on 06-10-2015

We've been learming lots about animals this fortnight, thanks to our fabulous book, Tanka Tanka
Skunk.

This morning Nursery were contacted by a very sad zookeeper.

All of the animals in her zoo had lost their voice. Since we were such good experts on animals the
zookeeper asked the children to teach the animals how to make their noises again. We thought
about each animals noise and whether they made loud/quiet, long/shert and soft/scary sounds.
Look below at our videos of the animals making their noises.

A noisy pig’s grunt

A wolf's scary howl.

A lion’s loud roar

An owl’s long hoot

A donkey’s squeaky bray
A frog’s croaky ribbit

A bee’s long buzz

An ‘ooh ooh ah ah” gorilla

A snake’s long, quiet hiss

An elephant’s noisy trumpet

NP3 ES LS Teacher A interview_debrief image 15-11-11 2
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RQ2b How is the school drawing on the relationships
between formal, non-formal and informal practices?

TWEETS FOLLOWING FOLLOWERS FAVORITES | A |
{.r..- T 367 35 367 33 Rl Following

LittletownEarIyYears Tweets Tweets & replies Photos & videos

@LittetownEYs LittletownEarlyYears (LitietounEYs - 14h

' We have had super learning outside this afternoon with our Autumnal
activities @EY Talking @CreativeSTAR
littietownschool primaryblogger_co.uk/2015/10/08/our.

Littletown Early Years, Littletown J I1&N
School, Liversedge. See what we are
leaming about!

& littietownschool org uk 2 2

[ Tweet to LittletownEarlyYears

£} 83 Photos and videos

LittletownEarlyYears @LitletounEYs

Some photos of our outdeor area set up today
s @EYTalking @CreativeSTAR
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RQ3

What institutional circumstances and practices enable or
undermine how pupils’ digital competencies and practices are
recognised (RQ1) and integrated into teachers’ practice (RQ2)?

Strong commitment by Head to engaging with digital technologies, “woven
into all aspects of school life”:

“One example of how we empower and build upon children’s digital
competencies and practices is through the using of i-pads within lessons
across the curriculum in many different ways:

» Teachers plan to use a variety of apps and games eg: Minecraft, Angry
Birds and grammar games to develop creative ways to inspire and teach
children as well as develop basic English and Maths skills

* The i-pads are also used a tool to film the children from which they can
evaluate their performance in areas such as PE and drama

w?.
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* The children use them independently to research different aspects
of the curriculum by searching the internet

* In geography lessons the children use sites that allow the children
to take a virtual tours of different places across the globe

* Children read blogs and enter comments onto them in guided
reading sessions

 Children use the i-pads to add comments to activities on the school
blog that are linked to their learning

* Downloaded texts and picture books (via kindle) are also shared on
the interactive whiteboard using a lead to link the i-pad

 Digital leaders within classroom ensure that the equipment is cared
for within the classroom and stored correctly

There are many creative ways in which our school i-pads are being

used across the curriculum at Littletown school.”

N
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Interim Conclusions

Premature to give final conclusions while research underway, however in my
opinion these case studies give firm support to the ideas by Levy, Yamada-Rice &
Marsh, (2013):

Principle 1: Teachers have clear pedagogic objectives which technologies are used
to support.

Principle 2: Out-of-school experiences and interests are built upon in school.
Principle 3: Teachers might not always hold all the expertise.

Principle 4: The value of authentic communications with those beyond the
classroom.

Principle 5: Motivation and engagement are key to learning, new technologies can
play a part in enhancing creativity.

Assessment a key challenge.

I
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Interim Conclusions

Assessment a key challenge.

“Until policy makers fully embrace the implications
of the advancement of the digital ale and create the
conditions in which appropriate and relevant
curriculum pedagogy can be developed, it is up to

inspired and inspiring teachers and those who
research alongside them to illustrate what can be
done and to highlight the significance of this work.”
Levy, Yamada-Rice & Marsh (2013: 341).
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Discussion

http://edfutures.net
http://www.np3.org
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Thank you!

Julia Gillen,

Lancaster EX¥
University *

Schools:

New Pasture Lane Primary School app
http://newpasturelaneprimary.co.uk/

http://www.littletownschool.org.uk/
Twitter: @LittletownEYs, @LittletownSch

Email: j.gillen@lancaster.ac.uk

Twitter: @juliagillen
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