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ORIGINS OF THE ASTRONIC TRADITION

Orion Star Chart, Germany Palaeolithic Milky Way, Spain
c. 15,000 BCE c. 30,500 BCE c. 38,000 BCE

e Cave and rock art featuring * Engravings and cup marks edgea

astronomical phenomena. into rock faces and stones
depicting constellations.
e Crafting amulets and other talismans
that feature astronomical phenomena. o Constructed monuments that

align with the movements of the

e |Lunar calendars and star charts. stars and the Moon



EXPLAINING THE WORLD

e The ancients used astronomical phenomena to explain the world around them
and their lives. An example of this can be seen in the Indian subcontinent
where many astronomical stories emerged.

e Some of the most common subjects were explanations of eclipses, Ursa Major
and the Pleiades, the Pole Star, Orion as well as whole cosmogonies (stories
pertaining to the creation of the universe).

e Mayank Vahia provides an excellent overview of the many astronomical myths
of India in their work:

Vahia, M. Astronomical Myths in India. [Online]. Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research. Available at: https://www.tifr.res.in/~archaeo/papers/
Astronomy%20and%20Sanskrit%20literature/
Astronomical%20Myths%20in%20India.pdf [Accessed 18 October 2022].
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THE COSMIC HUN

Orion & Dipper

f:’%d'ié,tribUtion of the
drion & The Big Dipper.

The Cosmic Hunt is one of the
oldest myths and is a family of
myths. The story was told that
hunters killed an animal and at
death, the spirit of the animal
raised to the sky and
transformed into a constellation.

The Cosmic Hunt myth had a
version in Northern India which
poroves that tribespeople were
retelling this story across Siberia
and Central Asia and that a
version of the story made its way
south to the Indian subcontinent.



INDIAN ASTRONICISM.

Naksatras — a series ot 27 stars that mark the passage of the Moon
through the skyin a month; each is associated with a deity.

Purana cosmology — a conception of the Earth as a flat circular disc
with a mountain named Meru at its centre, surrounded by alternating
rings of sea and land, forming seven continents and seven seas;
wheels were conceived that carried celestial bodies, turning at the
North Pole star by Brahma through the use of cords made by wind.

Rahu and Ketu — the personification of the Moon.

Savitr — the solar deity of ancient Vedic religion, the precursor to
Hinduism.

Surya — the solar deity of modern Hinduism.
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¢ |Indian uses of astronomy for agnculture navrgatlon

t|me|<ee|o|ng and storytelllng connected communltles 1

together and gave them a common

% - Astronomy S therefore an explarner a connecter a

pastlme a useful too| and a d|spenser of valuable

knowledge

- Astronomlcal observatrons cont|nue to fulfrl these '

e functlons today albert in new and more tecanologrcally
™ advanced Ways (| e, vvlth the James Webb eIescope) 3
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BRANCHES OF FRE ASFRON|C TRADITION

e Simple, unorganised systems of astromancy (astral
divination) gradually developed into the vast,
organised system of Hindu astrology.

e Akinds of astrolatry including star worship, moon
worship and sun worship would have been
widespread in prehistoric and ancient India just as
they were in others parts of the world at the time
including the Middle East, East Asia and Europe.




INDIA IN SPACE!

e The Indian Space Research Organisation is the
modern manifestation of India’s cultural
astronomy in new and innovative scientific and
technological ventures.

e Alongside China, Russia, the United States,
European Union and the U.K,, India is /
becoming an important leading in space

. e :
exploration — and eventually colonisation! ’



e Since prehrstorrc trmes astronomy has played a central.- |
~rolein shaprng cultural and relrgrous knowledge which -
~ has'come to rnform our |nd|V|dual and collectrve |
b worldvrews R R

K The |nﬂuence of astronomy on Indran culture and World
Culture cannot be understated = |

o I will end by sayrng that no matter where we are or who
“we are on this planet Earth we all look up to the same,

| mrghty astronomrcal world which simply demonstrates
how astronomy S the greatest unrfrer of all.
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