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The Library Vision

Towards 2025 - Lancaster University

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/library/towards-2025/


The Partnership

• Anyone wanting to use the platform can join us – once agreeing with 
our Manifesto and Guiding Principles

https://community.cdcp.info/space/CDCP/105709895/Manifesto+and+guiding+principles


The Technical Bit

• Open source platform: open to all on 
GitHub

• Built with open source software 
libraries: OpenSeadragon, Apache 
running on Linux OS

• Local customisation
• Open standards:

• IIIF for image interoperability
• TEI XML for metadata



Collections

• Digitisation of collections held 
at Lancaster – eg. in our 
Special Collections and 
Archives

• Collections aligned with 
research projects – physical 
collections may be held 
elsewhere



TEI metadata and how it appears on the 
platform



Davy notebooks: The Library’s input

• Guidance on copyright, images, technical standards and metadata

• Technical development 

• Checking and deployment of content
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Enabling research

• LDC content can be opened 
in IIIF-compatible research 
tools for annotation, 
collaboration etc

• Popular IIIF Tools — IIIF | 
International Image 
Interoperability Framework

https://liiive.now/
https://iiif.io/get-started/tools/
https://recogito.pelagios.org/
https://www.digitalmappa.org/


Engagement

• Have presented on LDC for 
organisations like Research 
Libraries UK, Academic 
Libraries North and the IIIF 
Community



The Future

• A small but growing area of our work

• Part of our move from service provider to partner

• Enables us to enhance our capabilities with research funding

• Enables development of technical

• Archival and technical roles more closely aligned in future

• Look to develop our experience with new technologies, eg. 
Transkribus

https://www.transkribus.org/


Links

Lancaster Digital Collections

Davy Notebooks Project

Cambridge Digital Collections Platform Community

Cambridge Digital Library

Manchester Digital Collections

IIIF Community

https://digitalcollections.lancaster.ac.uk/
https://wp.lancs.ac.uk/davynotebooks/
https://community.cdcp.info/space/CDCP/1900753/Cambridge+Digital+Collection+Platform
https://cudl.lib.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.digitalcollections.manchester.ac.uk/
https://iiif.io/

