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ABSTRACT
Participatory Design Fictions: co-designing and debating dementia-friendly futures

Emmanuel Tsekleves and Andy Darby
As emergent technologies and the UK government’s dementia policies
 mix and shape our futures there are many potential consequences and implications for people living with dementia, their carers, families and society at large. 


Dementia and new technology are topics that can frighten
 and alienate many older people and can be difficult to explore with the public. The work-in-progress project, ‘What if?’ 
, asks whether developing a Participatory
 Design Fiction method might help older people to engage in and influence futures debates in these areas through speculative design. Design fictions
 – provocative speculative prototypes that are socialized through a range of media – are emerging as tools to engage people in futures debates; encouraging the envisioning and questioning of the directions of future technologies and possible societies
. 

The project will introduce participants to a range of emerging technological areas and explore their lived experiences of dementia to develop participatory design fictions in response to dementia policy in the UK
. In doing so, it will offer different audiences possible and preferable futures for a dementia-friendly society for consideration both online and at public events in Lancashire and Westminster Palace. 

Through the project we will develop new methods of participatory design futures, which may offer problem finding and problem solving insights into technology’s relationship with the diagnostic, assistive and curative facets of dementia. In addition, we anticipate participant codesigners will gain epistemic value from the design experience.

We envision the primary usefulness of the co-created design fictions to be in shaping formative debates and influencing the image, perception and understanding of dementia among the general public, people with dementia, technologists, researchers and policy makers. 
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